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“Life,” saidMarvin, “don’t talk to meaboutlife.”

Peoplemourningthe decayof societyasa whole andof the long lost art of
Writing A Letterin particularforcemeto denouncethemall asdumbbells.Dum-
mys,dopes,boobs,boobys,pinheads,to beprecise.Therejust is nobetterwayof
communicationoverdistancethanemail.

Letters?Pah! Toomucheffort. Too personal.Take too long, too.
If you everneedto contactme,do it via email. Don’t call. I neveranswerthe

phone,even if I’m there. I’m oneof thosepeoplewho happily sit right next to
thephone,theringerturnedoff, listeningto you talk to theansweringmachine.I
hatethephone.It’ s intrusive, it interruptsme. It asksfor immediateattention,it
catchesmeunprepared.

Thecell-phoneis evenworse,but peoplemoreannoying thanmehavealready
pointedthatout. Goodjob. If I hada cell-phone,it would beturnedoff. SMSis
aneatidea,but it’ smajordrawbackis thatit requiresacell-phone.An alternative
would besomeform of InstantMessaging,suchasICQ, for example.However,
thesesystemsexhibit asimilar level of intrusivenessasthephone.

Beepersarean inventionfrom hell: asobnoxiousasa cell-phone,PLUSthe
additionalhassleof having to run to a phoneto returnthe call. I laughin your
face,Evil BeeperCompany!

Now emailon theotherhand...Aaah,email! I feel inclinedto placea smiley
here,but refrainfor thesakeof credibility. Anyway, email:

Writing whatyou wantto sayforcesyou to think insteadof just openingyour
mouthandletting it out. No, don’t try to be snideandobject“But peopledon’t
think, they just babble!”. If you babbleyou eitherarea very goodfriend of mine
or youmail is deletedright away. Sothere.
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Email doesnot jump in my faceandwave it’ shandandyell "Attention,atten-
tion! AnswermeNOW!"; if you liked it to do that, though,thatwould not bea
problemeither. I canchooseto ignoreemailsaslongasI like. I cantakemy time
andthink aboutwhat I want to say, how I want to sayit. I canstarta draft and
comebackto it later. (For theparanoid:I cankeepa copy of what I saidandof
whatotherssaidto me.)

On the otherhand,I canalsorespondimmediately, if I desireso. And gen-
erally, I do. UnlessI’m asleepyou usually get a responsefrom me within 30
Minutes. If it takeslonger, I’m eitheraway, busyor regardedyour businessasof
minor importance.Don’t worry, eventually, I’ ll answer.

Discussionscanbefollowedover severaldays,weeks,months.I caninclude
references,quotationsetc,whichyoumayreadat your leisuretime. Try thatover
thephone.

If youeverneedto contactme,doit via email.And try to observeafew points:
� Don’t babble.Think aboutwhatyou have to say.

� If Englishis notyournativelanguage,donotusewhatyouregardas“cool”.
Neveruse“CanU helpmeplz? I want2 do...”. Repeatafterme:Never ever
use numbers or letter to substitute for complete words. You just look like
anidiot if youdo.

� Don’t write everything in one long line. If you usea web-basedemail-
servicesuchas Yahoo,breakeachline after 75 charactersor so. Make
paragraphs.

� Don’t sendHTML formattedemails. I won’t readthem. Email is a text
medium.

� Don’t sendmeattachmentsin a proprietaryformatsuchasMicrosoft Word
or MicrosoftExcel. If thecontentof thedocumentyouneedto sendto meis
toocomplex to beexpressedin ASCII text, turn it into aPDF, PSor HTML
file.

� Never ever forward me any mass-emails.I’ve seenit before. I know the
joke. The“virus-warning” is a hoax. No email thatwassentyou with the
directionto “sendit to everybodyyouknow” is of seriousinterestto anyone.

� Don’t askmeto signup for anything soyou get “referrerbonuspoints”. I
won’t.
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� No matterhow urgentor importantyour messageseemsto you, don’t use
more than one punctuationmark. If you do, you’ll just look like an id-
iot!!!!!!!

Ok, good. Now you know. The question“If I werea shoe,wherewould I
be?”,which I justoverheardon theradio,shallbeansweredanothertime.
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